Dear Editor,

The news is full of numbers that reflect how tough the economy is right now—with more than 11 percent unemployment in Illinois today. Behind those numbers are real people doing everything we can just to make ends meet, while politicians are not working hard enough to fix the state budget crisis that threatens the services we need to keep going.

By cutting funding and delaying state payments to pre-K in Illinois, you are cutting the lifeline that allows me, and others like me, to go to work and provide for our families while our children are learning in a safe and nurturing environment. There has to be a way to preserve these services and make taxes fairer for families that are struggling out here.

[Include a couple of sentences of ‘personal story’ from the author of the letter]

The budget problem has a solution. The best one is House Bill 174, which would bring in the money to fund services pre-K while not putting too much of the burden on the average, hard-working person like me. This bill passed the state Senate but has not yet been voted on by the House.

[Name of community] needs [Legislator’s Name] to stand up and be a leader for all of us, and help pass HB 174 so we don’t lose the lifelines that keep us from going under.

Sincerely,

[Make sure to include your name, address, and a phone number the newspaper can reach you at for confirmation should they want to print your letter]

